
Creating A Greener Energy Future For the Commonwealth

Codes and Standards 
in Massachusetts

Christina Halfpenny
Division Director, Energy Efficiency

www.mass.gov/doer 



Creating A Greener Energy Future For the 

Green Communities Act 
• Adopt the latest International Energy 

Conservation Code (IECC) within 1 year of 
any IECC revision

• Requirements for training of building 
officials

• Commissioning in buildings over 10,000 sq 
ft

              2009 MA Board of Building 
Regulations and Standards (BBRS) upgraded 
the base code to be consistent with 2009 
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Codes and the MA Clean Energy 
Agenda
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MA Stretch Code
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• MA  is the first state to adopt an above code 
appendix to the base energy code, (IECC) 

• Stretch Code is designed to result in cost 
effective construction that is 20% more energy 
efficient than base code

• Designated Green Communities must adopt 
the Stretch Code in accordance with the GCA

• Designated Green Communities automatically
renew stretch code with revisions
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MA Green Communities
• Criterion #1: Provide as-of-right siting in 

designated locations for renewable/alternative 
energy generation, research & development, or 
manufacturing facilities

• Criterion #2: Adopt an expedited application and 
permit process for as-of-right energy facilities

• Criterion #3: Establish benchmark for energy 
use and develop a plan to reduce baseline by 
20 percent within 5 years

• Criterion #4: Purchase only fuel-efficient 
vehicles

• Criterion #5: Set requirements to minimize 5
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• Residential emphasis on performance 
testing

• Performance modeling for commercial 
space

• Cost effective

• Most of the Stretch Code language will be 
in the 2012 base code

• Aligns with utility programs (Energy Star 
and New Construction) and LEED 
compatible6

MA Stretch Code
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Stretch Code Communities
• Adopt most aggressive building energy 

codes
100 cities and towns have passed stretch code
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MA Building Energy Codes – 
Residential
• IECC updates codes for 2012-2015
• Updated Stretch Code
• MA requires BBRS approval for adoption 

of IECC 2012 code language

Commercial 
• IECC 2012
• ASHRAE 90.1 as alternative path moving 

toward 90.1 2010
• Updated Stretch Code
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Energy Code Training
• BBRS required all building officials be 

trained on Base and Stretch code energy 
efficiency

• BBRS and DOER have sponsored more 
than 40 trainings

• DOER - DOE funded 25 trainings focus on 
meeting the Stretch Code, best practices 

• Training opportunities  for building 
officials, builders and designers
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Code Compliance
• ARRA funding requirement of 90% code 

compliance by 2017 – no defined 
measurement

• DOER - DOE grant to measure code 
compliance in residential new construction

• Evaluation report on code compliance from 
2006 residential new construction 
conducted by MA PAs

• Pending report on residential 2009 
compliance with IECC10
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Barriers to Compliance
• Lack of building documentation 

• Compliance data

• Building Code Official capacity

• Training to all members of the building 
community
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Next Steps….
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